












http://www.deir.qld.gov.au 
Page 37 of 54 

• Climb the ladder with an empty picking bag and pick the fruit furthest away 
from the ladder. 

• Stand underneath the ladder to lift it up and shifting it so that you can 
comfortably reach the target area. 

 

Hydraulic ladders 
Ground conditions, height of cradle above ground, weight of fruit in picking bag and 
structural modifications place limitations on the use of hydraulic ladders in orchards.  
 
When using hydraulic ladders: 

• Check tyre pressure and oil levels daily. 
• Keep a lookout for overhead powerlines and avoiding using them during an 

electrical storm. 
• Ensure operators are capable of operating hydraulic ladders correctly. 

 

Grading 
When grading: 

• Ensure all the machinery is turned off and isolated before doing repairs to any 
grading or carton making machinery and be aware of forklifts operating in the 
shed. 

• Keep the guards in place. 
• Clean regularly around graders and inside guards where squashed fruit or 

water could cause accidents, fires or breakdowns. 
• Keep power leads uncoiled and away from water. 
• Check around the graders for partially severed power leads or fused motors 

and use an electrician to fix any problems. 
• Rotate tasks or job enhancement to reduce static postures. 
• Stand on rubber mats to reduce static loads. 
• Minimise or avoid repetitive tasks. 
• Adjust grading conveyor heights to eliminate bending or reaching, reducing 

the loads being lifted. 
 

Fruit packing and carton making 
Before lifting a carton of fruit make sure you: 

• Remove all rubbish from the packing area including any dropped fruit and 
strapping. 

• Wear the right shoes. 
• Keep your back straight, hips and knees bent and the load close to your body. 

 

Safe use of pruning equipment 
When using secateurs and compressed air pruning guns: 

• Know how to use them properly. 
• Keep the secateurs and guns sharp and free of worn parts. 
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• Prune at a safe distance from co-workers and avoid holding the tree wood you 
are about to prune. 

• Make sure the air hose is disconnected before working on pruning guns.  
• Make sure trigger safety switches are applied when moving the guns between 

rows and climbing up ladders. 
• Unplug hoses and release stored air from the compressor during long breaks. 
• Avoid using compressed air to clean clothing or dust particles from the body. 
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Animal hazards 
 
General information 
General hazards and considerations for working with animals 
 
Horse handling 
About horses, riding safety 
 
Cattle handling 
About cattle, handling safety, other factors 
 
Sheep handling 
General information, mulesing, jetting, dipping and drenching, mustering, lifting 
sheep, diseases from animals 
 
Shearing 
The physical demands of shearing, dangers of heat stress 
 
Pig handling 
Working with pigs, lifting, other factors 
 
Diseases from animals 
Leptospirosis, Q-Fever, Hendra virus, Lyssa virus, Hydatid disease 
 
Dangerous snakes 
Types and locations, first aid, avoiding snake bite 
 
Distinctive spiders 
Types and bites 
 
Scorpions and centipedes 
Types, avoiding bites 
 

General information 
 
Farm animals can cause serious injury if not handled properly. Handling animals 
may involve riding, drenching, dipping, tagging, branding and shearing. Animals can 
give a swift, hard kick, so watch their behaviour, respect their size and strength and 
where possible don’t stand behind them. 
 
People need to know their limitations around animals and work within them to avoid 
injury. By understanding animal temperament and behaviour, injury risk can be 
reduced. 
 
Animal handlers should maintain a high level of physical fitness on a well balanced 
diet. Read labels on chemical and antibiotic containers carefully and follow 
manufacturer’s instructions and safety directions. Material safety data sheets 
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(MSDS) provide important information on safety risk from agricultural chemicals and 
should be read before use.  
 
If headaches or any other discomfort is suffered after handling chemicals, seek 
medical advice and have appropriate tests performed. Avoid these chemicals if 
possible and use full protective clothing and breathing filters when handling 
chemicals. 
 
Animals can also transmit zoonotic diseases. Avoid contact with their urine, blood 
and saliva by wearing the correct personal protective equipment. Keep wounds 
covered with waterproof dressings and practice strict personal hygiene. 
 
 

Horse handling 
 
Horses have the strength, speed and ability to cause injury if they are not handled 
properly. People need to consider their limitations around horses and avoid riding 
horses which are likely to exploit those limitations. 
 
When horse riding: 

• Wear leather soled riding boots, jeans, jodhpurs or long trousers, and a safety 
approved riding helmet.  

• Use whips, spurs, breastplates and running rings. 
• Ensure bridles, bits, saddles and girths are kept in good repair and fit the 

horse comfortably. 
• Keep the stirrup leathers, girth straps and surcingles well oiled and checked 

regularly. 
• Choose strong stirrup irons and the appropriate size that allows the foot to slip 

in and out freely without allowing it to be forced completely through. 
• Keep saddle cloths free from burrs and other foreign material. 
• Be aware that horses vary in conformation, temperament, ability and levels of 

training. Some require breastplates or cruppers to keep the saddle in place 
and running rings, nosebands or headchecks to keep their head and neck in a 
position for easy control. 

 
Other practices that need to be considered include: 

• Riders need to be careful when galloping close to a beast. It is extremely 
dangerous to allow the horse to touch a beast behind the point of the 
shoulder. The horse can fall by touching the beast’s hind legs or from the 
beast turning completely under the horse’s neck. 

• Be careful riding under gate caps in stock yards. Some are too low for horse 
and rider to pass under safely. 

• Take extra care when riding in slippery or boggy conditions. 
• Match riders to horses that are within riders handling capabilities. 
• Only tolerate a bucking or bolting horse during the breaking-in and early 

stages of training. 
• If a horse is likely to buck, it is best to saddle it and give it some exercise prior 

to mounting. This can be done by lunging or leading it from another horse. 
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The horse can then be mounted and ridden in a small yard before being 
ridden in an unconfined area. 

• If a horse is likely to bolt it should be ridden in a yard first. If it bolts in an 
unconfined area, gradually circle the horse by applying pressure to one rein 
until the horse is under control. 

• Always remain alert and in a position of control whilst mounted. Only adjust 
equipment from the ground. 

 
 

Cattle handling 
 
Cattle are more unpredictable during cold windy weather, where cows have calves or 
if bulls are in proximity to cows in season. Age, breed, sex, experience, horn status, 
temperament, training and weight are all risk factors that can impact on safety. 
 
Experienced stock people will control the movement of stock and avoid too strong a 
reaction by the animal by working on the edge of the flight zone. 
 
Handling animals requires that they be outsmarted rather than out fought and that 
they be out-waited rather than hurried. 
 
When cattle handling: 

• Make use of facilities and aids such as head bails, branding cradles, whips 
and drafting canes.  

• Build yards and sheds strong enough and of a size to match the cattle being 
handled. 

• Avoid sharp, blind corners and ensure gates are well positioned. 
• Keep facilities in good condition and free from rubbish. 
• Use crushes, head bails and cradles to restrain cattle. 
• Maintain yards in a non-slippery state. 

 
Other factors that need to be considered include: 

• A period of intensive handling in yards and tailing-out as weaners can make 
subsequent handling of mature animals easier. 

• Bulls are more aggressive during the mating season and extremely 
dangerous when fighting. Separate into different yards where applicable. 

• Cows and heifers are most likely to charge when they have a young calf at 
foot. 

• Isolated cattle often become stressed and are likely to charge when 
approached. 

• Cattle with sharp horns are dangerous and dehorning is recommended where 
practicable. 

• Avoid working in overstocked yards. 
• While drafting cattle through a gate, work from one side to avoid being 

knocked down. 
• When working with cattle in a crush to vaccinate or apply tail tags, be careful 

not to crush arms against rails or posts from sudden movement of stock. 
• Approach cattle quietly and make sure they are aware of your presence. 
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• When closing a gate behind cattle in a crush or small yard, stand to one side 
or with one foot on the gate in case the mob forces the gate back suddenly. 

• To avoid injury attempt to work either outside the animal’s kicking range or 
directly against the animal.  

• Follow a regular routine so as not to alarm cows. 
• Restrain the animal in a head bail when working on the head.  
• Take care when using brands or knives for castrating and bang tailing. 
• When working with stud cattle, train animals to accept intensive handling like 

grooming, washing and clipping. 
• When leading cattle on a halter, never wrap the lead rope around your arm or 

hand. 
• Fit bulls with a nose ring and lead by holding up their heads with a nose lead. 
• Be aware of the possibility of contracting diseases such as leptospirosis and 

QFever when working with animals. These diseases are transmitted through 
contact with blood, saliva and urine. 

• Practice strict hygiene and vaccinating herds against such diseases is 
recommended. A vaccine is also available to protect humans against 
contracting QFever. 

 
 

Sheep handling 

General information 
 

• Build yards on sloping ground for better drainage and of a design that will 
encourage sheep to work freely. 

• Build protective coverings over working and drafting races. 
• Avoid slippery surfaces in races and forcing yards and keep dust levels to a 

minimum. 
• Observe recommended withholding periods for drugs or chemicals before 

stock are slaughtered. 
• Ensure the brakes and suspensions on motorcycles are regularly maintained. 
• Wear a helmet and appropriate protective equipment and clothing that protect 

arms, legs and feet when riding motorcycles. 
• Treat rams with caution as they can be very aggressive. 
• When working rams in a race ensure you are protected from those behind 

you. A well positioned drop gate is useful to reduce the hazard. 
 

Lamb marking and mulesing 
 

• Hold lambs firmly when held by hand. 
• Use a cradle where possible. 
• Catchers should wear protective gloves. 
• Work out a system along the cradles so that operators are not in danger of 

being cut, sprayed with chemicals or jabbed with a needle. 
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• Sterilise all knives, shears and ear pliers and ensure operators observe 
hygiene practices. 

 

Jetting, dipping and drenching 
 

• Choose the most efficient chemical for the job and the least harmful to 
humans. Always wear protective clothing, goggles and breathing equipment 
where specified. 

• Use positive air supply hoods. If headaches or any other discomfort are 
suffered after handling chemicals seek medical advice and have appropriate 
tests done. Avoid using these chemicals if possible in future. 

• Ensure correct mixing rates are used. 
• Keep equipment well maintained and check regularly to avoid leakage of 

chemicals. 
• Do the work in the shade to reduce risk of heat stress. 

 

Mustering 
 

• Plan the muster as sheep movement is affected by wind direction and location 
of water. 

• Allow plenty of time and do not rush the stock. 
• Use dogs to control the mob. 

 

Lifting sheep 
 

• If possible have two people to lift sheep. 
• When lifting alone, sit the sheep on its rump, squat down, take a firm hold of 

its back legs while keeping the sheep’s head up to restrict movement. Pull the 
animal firmly against the body and lift using your legs not your back. 

• If lifting the sheep over a fence do not attempt to drag, work from the same 
side as the animal. 

• Put a drafting gate at the end of the handling race to save lifting. It is 
advisable to have several positions for ‘drop gates’ in the race to hold sheep 
that are to be drafted off. 

 

Diseases from animals 
 
Animals carry diseases that are transferable to humans, sometimes referred to as 
zoonotic diseases – be familiar with the symptoms so that you can determine if these 
diseases may exist in the flock. 
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Shearing 
 
All rural workers who do heavy physical work should maintain a high level of physical 
fitness, a well balanced diet and high fluid intake to guard against injury and heat 
stress. 
 
More information about health and safety in shearing is available from Victorian 
WorkCover. 
 
 

Pig handling 
 

• Use lane design that will encourage pigs to work freely. 
• Build protective coverings over working and drafting races. 
• Avoid slippery surfaces in races and forcing yards and keep dust levels to a 

minimum. 
• Sterilise needles, teeth cutters, ear pliers and ensure operators observe strict 

hygiene practices. 
• Observe recommended withholding periods for drugs and chemicals before 

pigs are slaughtered. 
• Wear appropriate protective clothing. 
• If possible have two people to lift pigs. 
• When lifting alone, squat down, take a firm hold of its back legs, pull the 

animal firmly against the body and lift using your legs not your back. 
• If lifting the pig over a fence do not attempt to drag, work from the same side 

as the animal. 
 
Other factors that need to be considered include: 
 

• Age, sex, breed, weight, horn status, temperament and training of the animal. 
• Boars are more aggressive during the mating season and extremely 

dangerous when fighting. Prevent boars coming in contact with each other at 
all times. 

• When moving boars use a drafting board. 
• Make use of facilities and aids such as nose ropes and drafting boards. 
• Pens and lanes need to be large and strong enough to match the pigs being 

handled. 
• Avoid sharp, blind corners on pens and ensure gates are well positioned. 
• Where pigs need restraining use crushes and nose ropes. 
• Maintain lanes in a non-slippery state. 

 
Information about electrical safety in a piggery is available from Department of 
Primary Industries and Fisheries. 
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Diseases from animals 
 
Some of the diseases from animals (zoonotic diseases) that can affect rural workers 
include: 

• Leptospirosis 
• Q-Fever 
• Hendra virus (Equine Morbillivirus) 
• Lyssavirus 
• Hydatid disease 

 

Leptospirosis 

What is leptospirosis? 
 
Leptospirosis (or Weils Disease) is an infectious zoonotic disease caused by 
bacteria and spread in the urine of infected animals (wild and domestic) and in water 
and soil contaminated with infected urine. It is not spread from person to person. 
 
The leptospirosis bacteria thrive in wet and moist conditions and are spread mostly 
by rodents, cattle, domestic farm animals and native animals. 
 
Some of the risk factors to be considered include: 

• the presence of animals that may transmit the disease; 
• areas on the farm where animals like rats and mice frequently shelter; 
• high water levels in areas with poor drainage; 
• certain animal habitats like long grass. 

 
Leptospirosis is a notifiable disease. 
 

Who is most affected? 
 
Banana farmers in the Innisfail/Tully region and dairy farmers on the Tableland are 
most affected.  
 
Cows with hardjo that are pregnant or lactating may abort, give birth to weak or 
stillborn calves, have a sudden milk drop, fever, infertility and mastitis. Infection with 
pomona in calves can be fatal but is rare in calves in Far North Queensland. 
 
The at risk group who contract leptospirosis are men over 15 years of age who work 
outdoors. 
 

About the bacteria 
 
There are 23 strains of leptospirosis in Australia including hardjo, zanoni, pomona 
and australis and the current vaccine only covers hardjo and pomona. 
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Leptospirosis is caused by a spiral shape bacteria that is very persistent in the 
environment. Anyone handling animals should wear protective clothing and water 
resistant footwear to reduce the risk of infections. 
 
Leptospires can survive for several hours in plain water and longer in puddles and 
stagnant water such as effluent ponds but up to six months in soil or water in the 
right conditions. 
 

What can I do about it? 
 
Leptospires can be temporarily cleaned out by: 

• using disinfectants or bleach 
• high temperatures, extremes of acid (pH) and sunshine 

 
These methods may only be effective for hours or days if there is a risk of animal 
urine recontamination. 
 
For banana farms the banana industry Leptospirosis control checklist provides 
practical advice on control measures to help minimize the risk of Leptospirosis. 
 
For dairy farms the dairy industry Leptospirosis control checklist provides practical 
advice on control measures to help minimize the risk of Leptospirosis. 
 

Health effects 
 
Leptospirosis occurs in mild and severe forms and some strains are more harmful 
than others. Early detection and treatment will limit the infection and prevent serious 
illness. 
 
The infection can enter through: 

• the membranes of the eyes and nose; 
• the mouth by licking your lips, eating or smoking before washing and drying 

your hands; 
• the skin if you have cuts, sores and abrasions. 

 
Some strains have very serious health effects including bleeding from the lungs, liver 
damage and kidney failure if they are not treated properly. 
 
It is possible to have been exposed to leptospirosis without feeling any symptoms at 
all. The effects of infection can sometimes take from 2 to 21 days to appear making it 
difficult to trace the exact cause. 
 
The mild form of the disease is often ‘self-limiting’ causing flu-like symptoms 
including: 

• fever and headaches; 
• chills and sweating;  
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• severe muscle pain (calves and thighs);  
• vomiting and bloodshot eyes. 

 
To find out about your obligations as a banana or dairy farmer, manager, visitor, 
contractor or farm resident, check out the rural employers section. 
 
More information is available from the Queensland Health Public Health fact sheet 
on Leptospirosis. 
 
 

Dangerous snakes  
 
About dangerous snakes in Queensland  
Dangers of snakes, what to do for snake bite 
 
Types and where they are found 
The most dangerous snakes, description, habitat, and threat rating 
 
First aid 
First aid for snake bites 
 
How to avoid snake bites 
How to avoid being bitten by snakes 
 

About dangerous snakes in Queensland 
 
Queensland has twelve potentially dangerous snakes. The risk posed to people by 
these snakes depends on the venom toxicity, venom yield, fang length, temperament 
and bite frequency of each species. 
 
Snake identification is difficult. Colour seems an obvious feature but in many cases, 
colour patterns vary particularly with very dangerous snakes where individuals of the 
same species may be very different in colour and different species can be similar. 
 
It is important to understand why and how snakes bite. Snakes are not aggressive 
and do not seek confrontation with humans but may retaliate if provoked. 
 
Some snakes, such as the Eastern Brown are nervous and very easily provoked. 
Others like the Red-bellied Black are more likely to attempt to deter threats by 
displays of hissing, flaring the body and thrashing around. As a last resort, they will 
bite. Once provoked, Eastern Browns and coastal Taipans may deliver several bites 
in quick succession while others such as the Mulga Snake will grip the victim and 
chew. 
 
Some snakes give a warning bite with little or no injection of venom. However a 
dangerous snake always has the potential to inject enough venom to cause life-
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threatening symptoms with each bite particularly if it has been provoked or if it 
delivers multiple bites. 
 

Types and where they are found 

Taipans 
 
There are two kinds – Coastal and Western Taipans.  
 
The Coastal Taipan is regarded as Queensland’s most dangerous snake and is 
found along the length of eastern, coastal Queensland in dry forests, grasslands and 
cultivated areas. 
 
The Western Taipan is restricted to the ashy downs of the south-west corner. This 
snake has the most toxic venom of any land snake but is rated the sixth most 
dangerous partly because of its remote habitat. 
 

Black snakes 
 
The Mulga snake also known as the King Brown is the second most dangerous 
snake found in arid and semi-arid areas throughout Queensland. Collett’s Black 
snake, Red-bellied Black snake and Spotted Black snake rate eighth, ninth and 
tenth on the risk scale. Collett’s is restricted to the black soil plains of central 
Queensland, the Red-bellied to the east coast and the Spotted Black to the south-
east corner. 
 

Death Adders 
 
The Common Death Adder rates as the third most dangerous. It is found across the 
Gulf of Carpentaria, the base of Cape York and down the eastern half of 
Queensland. It inhabits a range of habitats excluding rainforests. The much smaller 
closely related species of Death Adders inhabit the arid interior of the State and 
Cape York. 
 

Brown snakes 
 
The Eastern Brown snake ranks fourth and is the most dangerous snake commonly 
seen over much of Queensland. This snake is frequently found around human 
habitation but not in rainforests. The related Western Brown snake rates sixth and 
is found in arid and semi-arid regions of Queensland. Other species of Brown snake 
found in Queensland are the Ingram’s Brown and the Speckled Brown whose 
bites are unlikely to prove fatal and the Ringed Brown snake from north-west 
Queensland is potentially dangerous because of its size and similarity to the Eastern 
Brown snake. 
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Tiger snake 
 
The Tiger snake found in Southern Australia, rates the fifth most dangerous 
Queensland snake. It is restricted to the coast and near mountains of the south-east 
corner of Queensland and is patchily distributed through heaths, rainforests and 
wallum habitats. 
 

Rough-scaled snake 
 
The Rough-scaled snake is the eleventh most dangerous Queensland snake and is 
found in tall open forests, heaths and rainforests of coastal north-east and south-east 
Queensland.  
 

Small-eyed snake 
 
The Small-eyed snake is the smallest and rated the twelfth most dangerous found 
in forest and heath through eastern Queensland south of Cairns and commonly 
found in settled areas. 
 

First aid  
 

• Keep the patient still and as calm as possible and bring transport to them. 
• Maintain vital functions. 
• Immediately apply a pressure immobilisation bandage (in an emergency, 

clothing strips or pantyhose could be used) over the bite site at the same 
pressure as for a sprain without blocking circulation. 

• Apply a bandage over the top of clothing to as much of the rest of the bitten 
limb as possible. 

• Apply a splint to keep the limb still. 
• Seek medical help immediately (for example, call 000). 
• If the snake has been killed, bring it with the patient but do not waste time 

trying to kill it. 
• Do not wash the wound. 
• Do not use a tourniquet. 
• Do not cut or suck the wound. 
• Do not give alcohol or food to the patient. 

 
Snake venoms are relatively slow acting but prior consumption of alcohol or drugs, 
health and age of the victim and allergies may complicate their effects. 
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How to avoid snake bites 
 
Ways to avoid snake bites include: 

• Leave snakes alone particularly if they have been provoked or if they are 
injured. 

• Know appropriate first aid. 
• Wear appropriate clothing and boots in known snake areas. 
• Do not put hands or feet in or under logs, rocks, tin, hollows or crevices and 

watch where you are walking. 
• Place stacks of tin, timber or similar materials on pallets or supports to get it 

off the ground. 
• Keep homes and workplaces free of food or shelter for rodents. 

 
For more information about snakes in Queensland, check out the Queensland 
Museum’s website. 
 
 

Distinctive spiders 

Funnel web spider 
 
Funnel webs are potentially the most dangerous spiders in the world. In 
Queensland they tend to be more common in moist, cool rainforests and have been 
found as far north as Gladstone, west to Toowoomba and in the Brisbane area 
around the base of Mt Cootha, the Daisy Hill Forest Park and adjacent parts of 
Springwood. They have also been found in remote mountain rainforests west of 
Mossman in North Queensland. 
 
Distinguishing features are a shiny black head, closely grouped eyes, moderately 
long legs, black or dark plum body. The head or body of a female funnel web can 
cover a 50 cent coin, and the legs easily span the width of an adult hand. 
 
Both males and females are very aggressive and bites from either sex are potentially 
dangerous, even fatal. The bite may cause severe pain followed by numbness of the 
affected area, vomiting, sweating and muscular cramp. 
 
First aid for funnel web spiders 
 

• Keep the patient calm and still. 
• Apply a pressure immobilisation bandage immediately. 
• Seek immediate medical help. 
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Whistling spider 
 
Whistling spiders is another type of Trapdoor spider and makes an audible hissing 
sound when disturbed. It is not usually aggressive but will rear up if provoked. The 
bite is painful and may cause severe nausea and vomiting for six to eight hours. 
Dogs quickly succumb to their bite. 
 
In Queensland it is found in the north and west and is very large with legs spanning 
around 12cm.  
 

Mouse spider 
 
Mouse spiders are common in suburban gardens, native bushland and some 
rainforests throughout Australia. They vary in size from a 5 to a 20 cent coin in leg 
span and are often confused with funnel webs. The venom is believed to be as 
dangerous and dry bites are common.  
 
From underneath, the fangs of the mouse spider cross at the tips but in the funnel 
web and all other Trapdoor spiders, the fangs lie parallel when closed. 
 

Golden Trapdoor spider 
 
Golden Trapdoor spiders are found throughout Queensland mostly near tracks in 
national parks in the south-east. Their heads are golden brown and glossy and they 
put a “door” (a thick plug of soil and web) on their burrows. No bites have been 
recorded. 
 

Redback spider 
 
Redback spiders are hardy animals that breed freely, live in hidden places, disperse 
easily and are very difficult to control or eradicate. They build their webs under 
window sills, guttering and eaves, in the corner of windows and doors, under steps 
and verandas, around pot plants and in crevices of bricks.  
 
The adult female usually has a black body and legs, a distinct red mark on the 
upperside and a red hourglass on the underside. Males and young redbacks are a 
dirty white colour with six black spots on the top of the abdomen and a white 
hourglass underneath. Males are much smaller than females and rarely seen. 
 
The female is able to store the sperm of a male and use it over a period of two years 
to lay several batches of eggs. Redbacks normally lay from 40 up to 300 eggs in a 
sac and usually make three to five sacs at a time. 
 
Both males and females can bite but female bites are more common. The initial bite 
is often felt but may be painless although some victims have reported burning 
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sensations. Puncture marks are not always obvious. In most bites, intense local pain 
is experienced about five minutes after. The main symptom of a redback bite is local 
sweating at the bite site. 
 
First aid for redback and other spider bites 
 

• Apply antiseptic and an ice pack to the bite.  
• Do not use a pressure immobilisation bandage. 
• Seek medical advice and if possible take the spider. 

 
The best way to control redback spiders is to push a stick quickly into the web as far 
as it will go and roll the spider, the eggs and web onto the stick. Remove the stick 
from the web and crush the spider and the eggs. Insecticide spraying does help but 
is not very effective. 
 

Brown Huntsmen spider 
 
Brown Huntsmen are commonly found inside houses and sheds. In the day they 
hide under bark and at night they hunt over tree trucks and the ground. Many young 
may be found in bathrooms where they emerge from an egg sac attached inside the 
pipes. Huntsmen are not aggressive but could bite if they handled. The bite is painful 
but seldom produces more than a mild headache, local pain or swelling. 
 

Wolf spider 
 
Wolf spiders vary in size from a one cent coin to almost the width of an average 
adult hand. They are drab-coloured with dark brown or black heads marked with 
lighter radial markings resembling a Union Jack pattern. From the front, the spiders 
have two large and two smaller pairs of shiny black eyes and two large fang-bearing 
bumps with a distinct orange patch on the side. Wolf spiders are ground hunters 
often disturbed in gardens where they build burrows in the soil or live among fallen 
leaves. If they are mishandled, they may bite and cause rapid pulse, dizziness, 
nausea, swelling and persistent pain and tingling but most bites have no reaction. 
 
For more information about some of Queensland’s most distinctive spiders, check 
out the Queensland Museum’s website. 
 
 

Scorpions and centipedes 
 
Large brown scorpions are common in gardens and forests throughout eastern 
Queensland and found under logs and rocks and in shallow burrows in earth banks. 
The tail sting is not known to be dangerous and the scorpion usually retreats rather 
than fights. 
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Large golden scorpions include some of the biggest scorpions in Queensland and 
are common and west of the Great Dividing Range. The sting is not known to be 
dangerous. 
 
Common garden centipedes may reach 15cm and are found throughout northern 
Australia. They live in logs and spaces formed between rubbish and even 
newspapers. They move rapidly and bite with two powerful “jaws” below the head. 
The bite causes severe pain which may last several days but no deaths have been 
recorded from the bite. 
 
Ways to avoid being bitten include: 

• Do not put hands, feet or head into or near a spider’s web or a spider may 
drop or rush out and bite. 

• Do not put hands, feet or head into gloves, helmets or boots without checking. 
• Fold clothes inside out before taking them inside. 
• Do not provoke, poke or blow on spiders or they will jump and bite. 
• Do not crush anything you feel walking on you. Get somebody to knock it off. 

Spider juices are often toxic or bacterially dangerous. 
• Strip beds and remake before going to sleep. 
• Ensure bed clothing of babies or infants does not hang on to the bedroom 

floor. 
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Rural Industry Action Plan 
 
The Queensland Workplace Health and Safety Strategy Rural Industry Action Plan 
2004-2007 was released in February 2005 and identifies the key workplace health 
and safety activities to be undertaken in the rural industry from 2004 to 2007. 

This action plan contains a range of goals: 

• improve data management and analysis  
• identify priorities and influence the workplace health and safety agenda  
• strategic evidence based development of workplace health and safety 

legislation, standards and codes  
• access to information resources that assist in achieving industry compliance  
• practical industry guidance based on sound risk management principles and 

industry/worker experience  
• specific and general industry deterrence strategies  
• improve methods for increasing industry workplace health and safety 

awareness of obligations holders and the broader community  
• increase skills of all industry stakeholders  
• improve incentives for genuine prevention efforts. 

 
Full download suitable for printing (PDF, 638 KB). 
 
The action plan supports the Queensland Workplace Health and Safety Strategy 
2004-12. 
 
Read about other action plans. 
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